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152.14 SIM Simon, Seymour. Now you see it, now you don't : the amazing world of optical 

illusions. Rev. ed. New York : Morrow Junior Books, 1998. 

A discussion of optical illusions, with explanations of why we see them 

and suggestions for creating illusions of our own. 

355 DEM Demarest, Chris L. Alpha, Bravo, Charlie : the military alphabet. 1st ed. New 

York : M.K. McElderry Books, c2005. 

Presents the International Communications Alphabet and its designated 

U.S. Navy signal flags word by word from alpha to zulu, accompanied by 

color illustrations that honor the duties performed and sacrifices made by 

all branches of the U.S. military in war and peace. 

398.2 SIE Sierra, Judy. Silly & sillier : read-aloud tales from around the world. 1st ed. 

New York : Knopf :, c2002. 

A compilation of folktales from twenty different cultures, each of which 

contains elements suited to storytelling for young children. 

507.8 BEL Bell-Rehwoldt, Sheri. Science experiments that surprise and delight : fun 

projects for curious kids. Mankato, Minn. : Capstone Press, c2011. 

Introduction -- Dancing raisins -- Two many straws -- Salt and pepper 

separator -- Apple jab -- Bottle surprise -- Liquid or solid? -- Waterproof 

paper -- Electric lemon -- Bouncing egg -- Lumpy milk -- Layer magic. 

Provides step-by-step instructions for science projects using household 

materials and explains the science behind the experiments. 

520 RHA Rhatigan, Joe. Out-of-this-world astronomy : 50 amazing activities & projects. 

1st ed. New York : Lark Books, c2003. 

The view from here -- The Moon -- The Sun -- The solar system -- The 

stars and beyond. Introduces "the study of stuff in space," providing 

statistics, quizzes, activities, and experiments about the stars and 

planets. 

523.3 TOM Tomecek, Steve. Moon. Washington, D.C. : National Geographic Society, 

[2008], c2005. 

Presents a children's book about what the moon is really like, why it 

seems to change shape, what it is made of, and facts about craters, moon 

dust, and rocks. 

523.43 LEE Leedy, Loreen. Messages from Mars. 1st ed. New York : Holiday House, c2006. 

Full-color photographs of Mars and illustrations describe a trip to the red 

planet in the year 2106 by a group of young students and their team 

leader Dr. Lucas. 

523.8 JEF Jefferis, David. The stars : glowing spheres in the sky. New York : Crabtree 

Pub., c2009. 

What is a star? -- How do stars form? -- Are all stars the same? -- What 

is in our space neighborhood? -- What are the constellations? -- What are 

double and triple stars? -- Do other stars have planets? -- How long do 

stars burn for? -- How powerful is a supernova? -- How small is a neutron 



star? -- What is a black hole? -- Is it easy to go star spotting? -- Facts 

and figures. An introduction to the stars, answering questions about what 

stars are and how they form, different types of stars, constellations, 

supernovas, black holes, star spotting, and related topics. 

523.8 WAX Waxman, Laura Hamilton. Exploring black holes. Minneapolis, MN : Lerner 

Publications, c2012. 

A great space mystery -- Black holes up close -- Falling into a black hole -

- Birth of a black hole -- Studying black holes. Text, photographs, and 

illustrations provide an introduction to black holes, covering what they 

are, how they form, how scientists study them, and other related topics. 

535 BAR Barton, Chris. The day-glo brothers : the true story of Bob and Joe Switzer's 

bright ideas and brand-new colors. Watertown, MA : Charlesbridge, 

c2009. 

Illustrations and easy-to-follow text describe how brothers Bob and Joe 

Switzer invented fluorescent paint and colors; and explains how 

fluorescence works. 

550 MUR Murrie, Matthew. Guide to the planet. New York : Scholastic Inc., 2009. 

Introduction -- Whole Earth -- Frozen poles -- Forests -- Great plains -- 

Deserts -- Mountain heights -- Caves -- Freshwater -- Rainforests -- 

Shallow seas -- Open ocean -- Our world, our home. Draws on the 

Discovery Channel's "Planet Earth" documentary for photographs that 

capture the variety, beauty, and danger of life on Earth. 

551 GRA Gray, Susan Heinrichs. Geology : the study of rocks. New York : Children's 

Press, c2012. 

Discusses glaciers, oceans, volcanoes, rocks, minerals, earthquakes, and 

the history of the Earth. 

551.3 SIL Silverman, Buffy. Exploring dangers in space : asteroids, space junk, and 

more. Minneapolis : Lerner Publications, c2012. 

Space rocks -- Asteroids and comets -- Smaller space objects -- Craters, 

crashes, and dinosaurs -- Space watch. Explores the dangers that are 

floating through space, such as asteroids, space junk, and satellites, 

discussing where they came from and how scientists watch for them. 

551.55 WEB Webster, Christine. Storms. New York : Weigl, c2007. 

Contains visual diagrams, hands-on experiments, and biographies 

associated with various kinds of storms around the planet such as 

hurricanes, blizzards, and tornadoes; and describes how storms form, 

myths and legends concerning storms, advanced early warning systems, 

and the devastation often caused by storms. 

551.63 BRE Breen, Mark, 1960-. The kids' book of weather forecasting : build a weather 

station, "read" the sky, & make predictions! Charlotte, VT : Williamson 

Publishing, c2000. 

A hands-on introduction to the science of meteorology, explaining how to 

make equipment to measure rainfall, wind direction, and humidity, record 

measurements and observations in a weather log, make weather 

predictions, and perform other related activities. 

560 LAP Lappi, Megan. Fossils. New York : AV2/Weigl, c2011. 

Studying fossils -- Fossil formation -- Amber and footprints -- Fossils over 

time -- Fossils around the world -- The great bone rush -- Dinosaur 

detectives -- What did dinosaurs look like? -- Becoming a paleontologist -

- Seven facts about fossils -- Fossil brain teasers. Presents information on 



fossils, in simple text with illustrations, discussing what they are, how 

they form, where they can be found, and what they say about the past. 

567.9 ROB Robinson, Fay. A dinosaur named Sue : the find of the century. New York : 

Scholastic, [2003], c1999. 

Discusses the discovery of a nearly perfect skeleton of a Tyrannosaurus 

rex in South Dakota in 1990. 

577 LAU Lauber, Patricia. Who eats what? : food chains and food webs. 1st ed. New 

York : HarperCollins, c1995. 

Explains the concept of a food chain and how plants, animals, and 

humans are ecologically linked. 

595.78 MUR Murawski, Darlyne. Face to face with caterpillars. Washington, D.C. : National 

Geographic, [2009], c2007. 

An introduction to caterpillars, discussing where they live, what they look 

like, what they eat, how they defend themselves, and what they need to 

survive. 

597.92 ALL Allen, Kathy. Sea turtles' race to the sea : a cause and effect investigation. 

Mankato, Minn. : Capstone Press, c2011. 

Describes the sea turtle, its disappearing habitat, and current efforts to 

save sea turtles. 

598.9 SCH Schulman, Janet. Pale Male : citizen hawk of New York City. 1st ed. New York 

: Knopf, c2008. 

Recounts the true story of Pale Male, a red-tailed hawk living in New York 

City who has become one of the city's most-watched celebrities and bird 

watchers, tourists, and residents admire the bird and his nest, built on a 

Fifth Avenue apartment building. 

599.5 BER Berger, Melvin. Do whales have belly buttons? : questions and answers about 

whales and dolphins. New York : Scholastic, c1999. 

Provides answers to such questions about various species of whales and 

dolphins as "Do all whales have teeth?", "How long do most whales live?", 

"Why do dolphins whistle?", and "Can dolphins save humans?". 

636.1 SIM Simon, Seymour. Horses. 1st ed. New York : HarperCollins, c2006. 

A brief history of horses, their origin, how they have been used for work, 

sports, and warfare, different kinds of horses, their physical attributes, 

and breeding habits. 

BIO BRO Sheldon, David. Barnum Brown : dinosaur hunter. New York : Walker & Co. :, 

2006. 

An illustrated biography of early twentieth-century paleontologist, 

Barnum Brown, the man who is credited with first discovering the bones 

of the Tyrannosaurus Rex. 

BIO COU Yaccarino, Dan. The fantastic undersea life of Jacques Cousteau. 1st ed. New 

York : Knopf, 2009. 

A pictorial biography of Jacques Cousteau, covering his adventures 

aboard "Calypso" with his team of scientists, diving equipment, and 

waterproof cameras, and work to protect the oceans from pollution. 

FIC ANG Angleberger, Tom. The strange case of Origami Yoda. New York : Amulet 

Books, c2010. 

Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a 
paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as 



they try to figure out whether or not the puppet can really predict the 

future. Includes instructions for making Origami Yoda. 

FIC APP Applegate, Katherine. The one and only Ivan. 1st ed. New York : Harper, 

c2012. 

When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-

themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added to the 

mall, he decides that he must find her a better life. 

FIC BIR Birdsall, Jeanne. The Penderwicks : A summer tale of four sisters, two rabbits, 

and a very interesting boy. New York : Alfred A. Knopf, 2005. 

While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, 

four lovable sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a 

lovable boy, much to the dismay of his snobbish mother. 

FIC BIR Birney, Betty G. Adventure according to Humphrey. New York : Puffin Books, 

2010, c2009. 

Humphrey the classroom hamster has adventures going to the library, 

learning about the ocean, and sailing across a pond on a sailboat. 

FIC BLU Blume, Judy. Superfudge. New York : Dutton Children's Books, c1980. 

Peter describes the highs and lows of life with his younger brother Fudge. 

FIC CAB Cabot, Meg. Moving day. New York : Scholastic, [2009], c2008. 

Nine-year-old Allie Finkle is not happy to hear her parents are moving, 

and fears she will never fit in at her new school. 

FIC CLE Cleary, Beverly. Dear Mr. Henshaw. New York : Morrow, 1983. 

In his letters to his favorite author, ten-year-old Leigh reveals his 

problems in coping with his parents' divorce, being the new boy in school, 

and generally finding his own place in the world. 

FIC CLE Clements, Andrew, 1949-. No talking. 1st ed. New York : Simon & Schuster 

Books for Young Readers, c2007. 

The noisy fifth grade boys of Laketon Elementary School challenge the 

equally loud fifth grade girls to a "no talking" contest. 

FIC COV Coville, Bruce. My teacher is an alien. Minstrel ed. New York : Pocket, 1989. 

After Susan sees Mr. Smith the substitute teacher peel off his face, she 

knows he's an alien and only Peter believes her. Together they work to 

save the class from Mr. Smith's horrible plans. 

FIC DAN Danziger, Paula, 1944-. Amber Brown is not a crayon. New York : Putnam's, 

c1994. 

Her third grade year is a sad time for Amber, because her best friend 

Justin is getting ready to move to a distant state. 

FIC DIC DiCamillo, Kate. The magician's elephant. 1st ed. Somerville, Mass. : 

Candlewick Press, 2009. 

When ten-year-old orphan Peter Augustus Duchene encounters a fortune 

teller in the marketplace one day who tells him that his sister, who is 

presumed dead, is in fact alive, he embarks on a remarkable series of 

adventures in an attempt to find her. 

FIC DIC DiCamillo, Kate. The tale of Despereaux : being the story of a mouse, a 

princess, some soup, and a spool of thread. 1st ed. Cambridge, MA : 

Candlewick Press, 2003. 

The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, 

the princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess, 



and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin. 

FIC EST Estes, Eleanor, 1906-. The hundred dresses. San Diego : Harcourt Brace, 

c1994. 

In winning a medal she is no longer there to receive, a tight-lipped little 

Polish girl teaches her classmates a lesson. 

FIC FER Ferris, Jean. Once upon a Marigold. 1st Harcourt pbk. ed. Orlando, Fla. : 

Harcourt, 2004, c2002. 

A young man with a mysterious past and a penchant for inventing things 

leaves the troll who raised him, meets an unhappy princess he has loved 

from afar, and discovers a plot against her and her father. 

FIC GIF Gifford, Peggy Elizabeth. Moxy Maxwell does not love Stuart Little. 1st Yearling 

ed. New York : Yearling, [2008], c2007. 

With summer coming to an end, about-to-be-fourth-grader Moxy Maxwell 

does a hundred different things to avoid reading her assigned summer 

reading book. 

FIC MAS Mass, Wendy, 1967-. 11 birthdays. 1st ed. New York : Scholastic Press, 2009. 

After celebrating their first nine same-day birthdays together, Amanda 

and Leo, having fallen out on their tenth and not speaking to each other 

for the last year, prepare to celebrate their eleventh birthday separately 

but peculiar things begin to happen as the day of their birthday begins to 

repeat itself over and over again. 

FIC MAS Mass, Wendy, 1967-. Rapunzel, the one with all the hair. New York : 

Scholastic, c2006. 

Rapunzel and Prince Benjamin are both trapped, one in a tower by an evil 

witch, the other by his royal duties, but when their paths cross, aided by 

friends and a little luck, conditions change for them both. 

FIC MCD McDonald, Megan. Stink and the incredible super-galactic jawbreaker. 1st ed. 

Cambridge, MA : Candlewick Press, 2006. 

Seven-year-old Stink Moody, having discovered that he can get free 

samples by writing letters of complaint to companies, gets so caught up 

in his letter writing campaign that he misses his best friend's birthday, 

but he plans a super surprise to make up for his mistake. 

FIC MIL Mills, Claudia. 7 x 9 = trouble! 1st ed. New York : Farrar Straus Giroux, 2002. 

Third-grader Wilson struggles with his times-tables in order to beat the 

class deadline. 

FIC MYE Myers, Bill, 1953-. New kid catastrophes. Carol Stream, Ill. : Tyndale House, 

c2011. 

After she accidentally makes an enemy of superstar Hesper Breakahart 

on her first day at Malibu Junior High, thirteen-year-old TJ's troubles 

multiply when two twenty-third century students, who have traveled back 

in time to observe her for a history project, decide to help her. 

FIC NIM Nimmo, Jenny. Midnight for Charlie Bone. New York : Scholastic, 2002. 

Charlie doesn't want to believe it. He can hear people talking in 

photographs. The mysterious and magical powers of the Red King have 

been passed down through his descendants. These gifts, some evil and 

some good turn up unexpectedly in Charlie. His horrible aunts are 

delighted - it means he can attend the Bloor Academy for gifted children. 
Once there he realizes that some of his classmates have equally 

mysterious powers. 



FIC PEI Peirce, Lincoln. Big Nate strikes again. 1st ed. New York : Harper, c2010. 

Sixth-grader and self-proclaimed genius Nate Wright faces his all-time 

enemy, Gina, when they are paired to work on a research paper together 

and she also gets a position on his intramural team. 

FIC PEN Pennypacker, Sara, 1951-. Clementine. 1st ed. New York : Hyperion Books for 

Children, c2006. 

While sorting through difficulties in her friendship with her neighbor 

Margaret, eight-year-old Clementine gains several unique hairstyles while 

also helping her father in his efforts to banish pigeons from the front of 

their apartment building. 

FIC RYA Ryan, Pam Munoz. Becoming Naomi Leon. New York : Scholastic, c2004. 

When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away 

to Mexico with her great grandmother and younger brother in search of 

her father. 

FIC SAC Sachar, Louis, 1954-. Sideways stories from Wayside School. New York : 

Morrow Junior Books, [1998], c1978. 

Humorous episodes from the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside 

School, which was accidentally built sideways with one classroom on each 

story. 

FIC VAI Vail, Rachel. Justin Case : school, drool, and other daily disasters. 1st ed. New 

York : Fewel and Friends, 2010. 

Justin is very nervous about starting third grade and must make the best 

of things when he does not get the teacher he wanted, his best friend is 

in another class, and his favorite stuffed animal disappears. 

FIC VAN Van Draanen, Wendelin. Secret identity. 1st ed. New York : Knopf :, c2004. 

Fifth-grader Nolan Byrd, tired of being called names by the class bully, 

has a secret identity--Shredderman!. 

FIC VER Vernon, Ursula. Dragonbreath. New York : Dial Books, c2009. 

Danny Dragonbreath and his friend Wendell get an up-close underwater 

tour of the Sargasso Sea from Danny's sea-serpent cousin, encountering 

giant squid and mako sharks--and learn about standing up to bullies in 

the process. 

PB E PEN Pennypacker, Sara. Stuart's Cape. New York : Scholastic, 2002. 

Bored because there is nothing to do in the house to which his family has 

just moved and worried about starting third grade in a new school, Stuart 

makes a magical cape out of his uncle's ties and has a series of 

adventures. 

PB FIC DIC DiCamillo, Kate. Because of Winn-Dixie. 1st pbk. ed. in this format. 

Cambridge, MA : Candlewick Press, 2004, c2000. 

Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of 

Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her 

big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. 

PB FIC KIN Kinney, Jeff. Diary of a wimpy kid : Greg Heffley's journal. New York : Amulet 

Books, 2007. 

Greg records his sixth grade experiences in a middle school where he and 

his best friend, Rowley, undersized weaklings amid boys who need to 

shave twice daily, hope just to survive, but when Rowley grows more 
popular, Greg must take drastic measures to save their friendship. 

 


